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Nashville

The following profile contains information on demographics, political figures, programs,
crime, drug use, and enforcement statistics.

Demographics 1

Ø County Population: 533,967 (1998 estimate)
Ø Race: 72.7% white; 25.2% black; 2.1% other

Politics2

Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County:
Ø Mayor: Bill Purcell
Ø Metropolitan Council: Ronnie Steine (Vice Mayor and President)

• Council Members at Large: David Briley; Chris Ferrell; Howard Gentry, Jr.;
Carolyn Baldwin Tucker; Leo Waters

Ø District Attorney: Victor S. (Torry) Johnson III
Ø Chief of Police (Metro Nashville Police Department): Emmett H. Turner
Ø Sheriff (Davidson County Sheriff’s Office): Gayle Ray

Programs/Initiatives
Ø Opening Doors3

This program is responsible for providing intake, assessment, referral to treatment,
and care coordination to persons with alcohol or drug problems who have no means
of paying for treatment services. Opening Doors also cooperates with treatment
providers to provide care coordination, monitoring, evaluation, and follow-up
services to individuals assessed and placed with provider agencies.

Ø Governor’s Community Prevention Initiative for Kids (GPI)4

This initiative has the following long-term goals: reduce teen substance use; reduce
teen pregnancy; reduce teen violence; and reduce school drop-out rates. This program
works with local agencies to provide services for at-risk children under age 13 and
their families living in East Nashville.

Ø FY99 Drug-Free Communities Support Program grantee awarded by ONDCP in
conjunction with the Office of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention
(OJJDP):5

• $100,000 awarded to the Alcohol and Drug Council of Middle Tennessee, Inc. of
Nashville

Crime and Drug-Related Crime 6

Ø Preliminary data for 1999 show that there were 46,457 Crime Index offenses known
to law enforcement agencies in Nashville. In 1998 the number of Crime Index
offenses known to the police was 53,249.
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Crime Index Offenses Known to Law Enforcement, Nashville, 1998-99
Prelim. 1999 1998

Murder/Non-negligent Manslaughter 68 97
Forcible Rape 460 483
Robbery 1,960 2,223
Aggravated Assault 5,918 5,747
Burglary 6,962 7,499
Larceny-theft 26,100 30,787
Motor Vehicle Theft 4,989 6,413

Juveniles7

Ø A 1999 survey that took place in all of Nashville’s 13 high schools showed that 30%
of these students used marijuana in the 30 days prior to the survey. For the entire
State of Tennessee, 26% of the students surveyed reported such use.

Percent of High School Students Reporting Drug Use, Nashville, 1999
Total Male Female TN Total

Current Marijuana Use 30% 34% 26% 26%
Lifetime Marijuana Use 52 54 50 46
Current Cocaine Use 5 6 4 4
Lifetime Cocaine Use 10 11 9 9
Current Inhalant Use 5 6 3 5
Lifetime Inhalant Use 15 15 14 19
Lifetime Heroin Use 4 6 3 2
Lifetime Methamphetamine Use 10 10 10 10
Illegal Steroid Use 6 8 4 5
Injected Illegal Drug 4 5 3 2

Ø In this same survey, 16% of Nashville students reported using marijuana before age
13.

Ø 35% of Nashville students surveyed reported being offered, sold, or given illegal
drugs on school property in the 12 months prior to the survey (compared to 25% for
the entire State of Tennessee).

Enforcement
Ø As of October 31, 1998 there were 1,702 total full-time police employees in

Nashville. 1,237 of these employees were officers and the remaining 465 were
civilians.8

Ø Metro Nashville Police Department, Crime Suppression Unit9

Some of the enforcement activities of this unit include the following:
• Buy-Bust arrests of street drug dealers
• Reverse drug stings
• Deterrent saturation patrols in designated Drug Watch Zones
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Ø Davidson County Sheriff’s Office (DCSO)10

The primary duties of this agency are to house inmates and serve civil warrants.
DCSO is not a law enforcement agency.

Courts11

Ø There is currently one drug court in Nashville. In addition to this, there is one drug
court being planned in Nashville.

Corrections 12

Ø There are 3 main correctional facilities under the control of the Davidson County
Sheriff’s Office:
• Criminal Justice Center: The capacity of this medium/maximum security facility

is 688.
• Hill Detention Center: This medium security facility has a capacity of 288.
• Correctional Work Center: This minimum security facility has a capacity of 600.

Ø The average daily population for these facilities during FY96-97 was 1,396. 293 of
these inmates were females.

Treatment 13

Ø New Avenues
Male offenders are offered a 45-day program to combat substance abuse. This
program takes place in the Correctional Work Center. Counselors work one-on-one
and in aggressive group therapy to prepare inmates to return to society drug-free. The
rate of repeat offenders dropped 49% among inmates who have completed this
program.

                                                                
1 Metropolitan Health Department of Nashville and Davidson County, Population Data:
http://healthweb.nashville.org/health_d_population_90_98.html
2 Metropolitan Government of Nashville and Davidson County Web site:
http://www.nashville.org/metro/government.html
3 Metropolitan Health Department of Nashville and Davidson County, Health Services Administration and
Planning, Opening Doors: http://healthweb.nashville.org/has_opening_doors.html
4 Metropolitan Health Department of Nashville and Davidson County, Governor’s Community Prevention
Initiative for Kids (GPI): http://healthweb.nashville.org/hae_gov.html
5 Drug-Free Communities Grantee List: http://www.ojjdp.ncjrs.org/drugfree/chart99.html
6 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Preliminary Annual Uniform Crime Report, 1999, May 2000:
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/prelim99.pdf
7 Metropolitan Health Department, 1999 Youth Risk Behavior Survey, January 2000:
http://healthweb.nashville.org/health_d_yrbs_final_report.html
8 Federal Bureau of Investigation, Crime in the United States: Uniform Crime Reports, 1998, October
1999: http://www.fbi.gov/ucr
9 Metro Nashville Police Department, Crime Suppression Unit Web site:
http://www.nashville.net/~police/citizen/csu.htm
10 Davidson County Sheriff’s Office Web site: http://www.nashville.org/sheriff/index.html
11 Office of Justice Programs, Drug Court Clearinghouse and Technical Assistance Project, Summary of
Drug Court Activity by State and County, March 31, 2000
12 Davidson County Sheriff’s Office, Correctional Facilities: http://www.nashville.org/sheriff/facility.html
13 Davidson County Sheriff’s Office, New Avenues: http://www.nashville.org/sheriff/newavenues.html
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